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There are more than 3100 herbaria in the
world, collectively housing an estimated
390,000,000 herbarium sheets. The
world’s herbaria form a global library of
biodiversity. They are one of humanity’s
great successes, transcending politics and
individual lives. They remind us what
humans can  accomplish  working
together.

Herbaria will be here as a document of
Earth’s plants long after we are gone.

Map of the world's herbaria. Thiers, B (NY}. 2020. Index
Herbariorum. wurl: hitp://sweetgum.nybg.org/science/ih,
[accesssd 2020-08-29].
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An herbarium is a museum of dried,
pressed plants. Each specimen was once
alive. Each comes from one individual
plant collected at a particular time in a
particular place. Each has its own story.
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A plant becomes an herbarium sheet
when it is pressed, then dried, then
mounted to rag paper. It may be sewn,
glued, or taped. It is labelled, so we know
who collected it, and where, and when.




