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QFWFQ negative, by Ellmer stefan, The Pyte Foundry (2016)
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During the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries wood type manufacturers
stamped marks into the type block to
advertise and authenticate the original
manufacturer of the wood type.

These stamped marks are referred to as manufacturer'’s
stamps — also often informally called “maker’s marks”.
Unlike type founders’ pin marks they were created as a
separate step in production by manually striking a steel
punch to the side of the wooden type block as the final
step in the manufacturing process. American wood type
manufactures would typically only stamp the side of the
block of the capital « A».

The stamp continues to serve a useful purpose today
by helping bring clarification to the date range of when

the type block may have likely been produced.

Elena, by Nicols Dotin, Process Type Foundry (2011}

WA

HAMILTON | TWO | RIVERS, WIS.
Threelines. Inuseci910s-c1950s.

Thereisevidence that this stamp may have
beenused atleastasearlyas the1910s, though
currently not enough corroboratingevidence
hasbeenuncovered to establish a definitive start
date. Anecdotal evidence points tothe stamp not
beingused afterthe mid-1950s when the company
phased out its Printer’s Composing Room Equip-
ment division. The stamp would not have been
used after April 1968 when American Hospital
Supply Corporation bought the companyand
changed the name Hamilton Mfg Co, which

had been used by the companysince 1926, to

American Hamilton.

Triptych, by Ellmer Stefan, The Pyte Foundry (201%)



